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Welcome to Srta. Martinez’s Spanish class!  This will be a fun, challenging year filled with learning about the Spanish 

language and culture.  This year we will be using the textbook ¡Qué Chévere!  The text will be used throughout the year for 

in-class activities. 

 

By the end of this school year, you will be able to: 

• Talk about classroom objects, clothes, places in the city, likes/dislikes, family, the future, and ordering  

• Ask for/give names  

• Tell time 

• Ask/tell where someone is from 

• State location 

• Ask and answer questions  

• Express Possession 

• Discuss cultures from the USA, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and Costa Rica.  

Materials to be brought to class daily: 

Textbook (¡Qué Chévere!) ***note this textbook is not available online 

Workbook (¡Qué Chévere!) 

Writing utensils (Pencils and pens)  

**highlighter recommended** 

Eraser 

1 Composition Notebook 

Binder or Folder (labeled “Spanish” or “Español”) 

Scissors 
Glue or Tape 
 

Classroom Rules: 

❖ Respect ~ Respect the opinions and input of your classmates and teacher. Your Spanish class is a SAFE place to 

practice the language. It is OKAY to make mistakes- you will make plenty. Be understanding of your classmates 

efforts and ask yourself- is this the panther way? 

 

❖ Responsibility ~ You are responsible for any and all classwork and homework missed due to absences. Late work 

receives half credit. Homework must be requested ahead of a scheduled absence (field trip, vacation, doctor’s appt, 

etc.) and is due the day you return. Quizzes and tests that were announced before the absence must be taken upon 

return. When doing make-ups, please schedule a time with me. 

  

❖ Attitude ~ Approach this class with a good attitude.  You are in charge of your attitude! It’s not what happens to 

you that determines your attitude, but how you react to it.   

 

❖ Participation ~ You are expected to participate in all class activities and discussions.  Even if you are not the one 

speaking, you must be paying attention.  Be prepared to answer if you are called upon.  *Reminder: Participation is 

included in the Practice category in the gradebook. 

 

❖ Honesty ~ All your work should be your own.  Copying from another source (another student, Internet, etc.) has no 

value in this class as a means of determining your progress, and no value to you as a learning experience. According 

to school policy, this is discipline issue and will be dealt with accordingly. Do not use online translators for 

phrases or complete sentences. 

 

7º GRADO 
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❖ Excellence~This course is a high school course, and is not an “easy-A” class. You will be learning the same material 

and using the same textbook/resources that the high school utilizes. You are expected to rise to a higher level of 

responsibility, respect, and participation.  

 

Failure to comply with rules and procedures:  

1. Warning 

2. Conference with the student/Second Warning 

3. Phone call home to parent/guardian 

4. Detention  

5. Adminstrative Intervention  

 

Assignments & Notes: 

You are responsible for your work.  If there is a day that you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what material 

you missed and the various activities that were assigned that day.  You can find that information from a friend who was in 

class or I will have posted on the board what we did in class that day.  Extra assignments and notes will always be kept by 

the Flamingo statue. Copy the notes from a friend. If you still do not know after seeking information from those two 

resources, ask me either before or after class, not during.  It will be due the next day of Spanish class.  Feel free to stop in 

the classroom even on days you do not have Spanish! If you are absent on the day of the assessment, talk to me and we will 

set up a time to take the test/quiz. 

 

Homework: 

Homework will be assigned almost every day and you are expected to complete it and turn it in on time. This serves as a 

way to practice the skills we have been learning seeing as you will only have Spanish every other day. Homework is a 

completion grade- so long as you complete it on time, you get full credit. Late homework will be deducted points like at the 

high school level. If you do not do homework/turn it in late you will sign my book of errors (libro de errores). 

 

Once you obtain 3 signatures (these can be a mix of missing homework, missing supplies, or behavior) a detention will be 

issued to you to serve. Homework will be mostly assigned from the practice workbook. If you lose the practice workbook, 

it is your responsibility to find it and buy a replacement if necessary. If you lost it, buy it from the front office.  

 

Practicamos (Bellwork assignments) 

At the beginning of class, we will complete ‘practicamos’ assessments. Practicamos means “Let’s practice!” and allows me 

and you to see where you are at in your Spanish development.  There will be 4 in total per practicamos sheet. There will be 

a task or a question you must respond to on your sheet of paper. You must also write down the objective of the days lesson. 

These will be graded and taken for points. You turn your sheet into the number pouch when all are completed.  

 

If you missed a practicamos task/question due to being absent, refer to the book located by the flamingo. The practicamos 

papers are organized by unit and date.  

 

Absences:  

You are responsible for gathering absent work ahead of time if you know you will be out. In class if your peers are absent 

they are expected to fill out a “What did I miss?” sheet for you. This sheet will have the practicamos question/task, objective 

of the day, class handouts or notes, and the homework assignment. If your peers did not collect the items you will do it 

yourself. Any and all absent materials are located by the flamingo.  

 

If you were absent on the day of a test/quiz, you must schedule it with me and must make it up.  

 

Studying outside of homework: 

Learning a language becomes increasingly difficult without daily exposure. You should be practicing vocabulary on Quizlet 

(link included on DP Teacher Page). I also include other helpful links on my teacher page divided by unit. If you are confused 

about a topic, you need to take initiate and ask for help. Phone a friend, send me an email, schedule an appointment with 

me, etc,.  

 

Below are some helpful ways you can study for Spanish: 
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✓ Use the Quizlet page 

✓ Use the teacher page website links 

✓ See me in Study hall or email me 

✓ Study a few days in advance for a test/quiz and not cram the night before  

✓ Ask Miss. Martinez for extra practice worksheets 

✓ Ask questions in class and outside of class  

✓ Study with friends in small groups 

✓ Create flashcards/diagrams/ study tools 

✓ Do the study guides/in class handouts for test preparation  

✓ Re-do old homework assignments 

✓ Do extra practice activities in your textbook  

 

Assessments: 

For each unit, you will have an unit assessment that will allow you to demonstrate what you have learned throughout that 

unit. There are four parts to each assessment: 

1. Reading (with a multiple choice section) 

2. Listening (with a multiple choice section) 

3. Writing (accompanied by a rubric) 

4. Speaking (accompanied by a rubric) 

 

There will also be quizzes throughout each unit. Structures will vary based on each quiz. Test bubble sheets and quizzes are 

turned into the number pouch, so make sure you know which number you are.  

 

Assessment Retakes:  

There are no unit test retakes. There is also no retake for the final exam. However, I will allow a student to retake a quiz. 

They can only retake one quiz throughout the entire year. You will have to let me know in advance what quiz you would 

like to retake. In order to be eligible for a quiz retake, you will have to do extra work. The extra work will be assigned when 

you let me know you wish to make up a quiz. You can choose to arrange a meeting before you take the quiz with me during 

study hall to go over what you need to work on.  

 

Extra credit:  

Do not ask me for extra credit, as I will not give it. I will throughout the year be providing opportunities for the class to 

participate in extra credit opportunities. It is up to you to take advantage of it.   

 

Final exam: 

There will be four parts to the final exam. The final exam is structured like their unit assessments with a reading portion, 

listening portion, writing portion, and speaking portion. The final exam is worth 20% of the grade, and will be the last grade 

students receive in class. The final exam will be taken at the end of the year in May, and will cover units 1-4 (aka the 

material for the entire year). Dates for the final exam will be announced closer to the end of the year via email and the 

Drauden Point teacher page.  

 

Grade Composition and District Scale: 

Your grade will be broken down into the following categories: 

 
Practice:                                     20% 

Assessment:                                60% 

Final Exam:                      20% 

 

***Your grade will follow the standard scale set by the district.*** 

High School Transcripts: 

By completing their 8th grade year of Spanish, your students are agreeing to accept the final grades from both years of 

Spanish as part of their high school transcripts.  
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Understanding what is a ‘high school class’ 
 

How exactly does this class affect my high school grade?  

This Spanish class counts towards your high school GPA, or Grade point average. This is a way that high schools and 

colleges measure your academic achievements in your classes. GPA assumes a grading scale of A,B,C,D,F. Each grade is 

assigned a number of points. A= 4,B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0. GPA’s at the high school will be based of a 5.0 scale because of 

honors courses. The average of the grade points from all of a student’s converted letter grades in high school make up their 

final GPA. For more information on explaining what a GPA is, visit my teacher page and look under the websites. If you 

want more specific information on GPA information at Plainfield south, contact the high school.  

 

What is a high school transcript?  

A high school transcript is a list of every single class you took, what year you took the class, and what grade you got in the 

class. Colleges use these in admissions. This course shows up on your high school transcript.  

 

How does this class compare to the high school’s Spanish I class?  

We use the exact same textbook and workbook as the high schools do, because it is a high school course. Also, the entire 

year of 7th grade compares to a semester at the HS level. The entire year of 8th grade Spanish is the second semester at the 

HS level. So, you are taking the same course as the HS, but over two years instead of one.  

 

Grade are published differently for this course in HAC 

Grade for other middle school classes are published every quarter. In Spanish, your grade is not published until the end of 

the year. The process in gradebook is a little different on viewing your grades. Make sure you check out “How to view 

your grades- A guide for parents and students” located on the Teacher page under the documents section.  

 

What happens when you get to high school? 

When you get to high school, you have completed the entire year of Spanish I and will take Spanish II or Spanish II 

Honors. The teacher will let you know which course they recommend you enroll in your 8th grade year. It is possible to re-

take Spanish I at the high school. For any and all details, contact Plainfield South High School.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Navigating Spanish-What will the year look like for me?  

 

1. The goal for this course is to encourage proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. The course will be 

taught 90% Spanish-10% English. Things like grammar lessons will be taught in English, but instructions will be 

given in Spanish.  

2. You will be speaking in Spanish as much as humanly possible. You will have many tools at your disposal like 

display boards around the classroom, notes, your textbook, and vocabulary sheets.  

3. Vocabulary sheets and guided notes will be given. It is expected that you cut/paste the notes into your notebook for 

safekeeping. Vocabulary sheets are posted online.  

4. You will have a teacher page filled with information and extra resources! To access follow these steps 

a. Go the drauden website. Click on the ‘staff’ tab.  

b. Then click on ‘teacher pages’. Scroll down to ‘Srta. Martinez’ 

c. Click on “7th grade Spanish materials” – This is the title of the teacher page.  

 

 

** This syllabus is subject to change!! ** 
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Parents- Contact me! 

Email (easiest & preferred way of contact): Kmartine@psd202.org  

I will return emails within 24-48 hours of receiving them. 

Phone: (815) 577-4900 for Drauden Point  

Want updates? 

Check out the Teacher page!  

1. Go to the Drauden point website, and click on the ‘staff’ tab 

2. Click on “Teacher pages”  

3. Scroll down to “Srta. Martinez”, and click on “7th grade Spanish Materials”  

a. Helpful websites are posted here (like quizlet and other useful links). All 

are organized by unit.  

b. A guide on how to view grades in under the documents section.  

c. Helpful practice documents are posted here.  

d. Homework is posted under the ‘events’ section. Click on the event to 

see the due dates.   

Parental survey for in class project/contact info: Circle the best option(s) 

Your child’s name: ____________________________________________________ 

Your child’s class hour and day (A or B): ______________________________ 

 

How do you prefer to be contacted & When?   Email     Phone /    AM    PM 

 

Parent email 1: ________________________________________________________ 

Parent email  2: ________________________________________________________ 

Circle your answer to the following:  

Does your child have internet access at home?  YES       NO  

Does your child have a smartphone with a camera?  YES      NO  

Does your child have access to a laptop or computer with a camera? YES NO 

 

 

mailto:Kmartine@psd202.org
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Parents & Students: I have read and understood the Syllabus Form  
 

 

Please sign and return this bottom portion of the syllabus to ensure that you have read and understood what is expected of 

you this year. Also attach the parental survey to this form.  Understand that this syllabus is subject to change!  

 

Student Name (Printed): _________________________________________________ Date: __________ 

 

 

Parents/Guardians, please read and the syllabus highlights below so you understand what is expected of your child 

this year. Have your child return the initialed form to me. This counts as your child’s first homework grade. If you 

want more details please read the syllabus. Also, please complete the survey at the bottom. Thank you.  

 

1. _________ I understand that this class is for a high school grade and will affect my child’s High school GPA 

and will appear on their transcript.  

2. _________ I understand that at the end of the year my child will take a final exam over the entire year’s material 

and that this exam CANNOT be retaken.   

3. _________ I understand that grades are not posted at the end of every quarter like for other classes, but are posted 

at the end of the year (Q4). I understand that to check my child’s grades I need to refer to the document on the 

Drauden point teacher page titled “How to check grades- A guide for Parents & Students” and follow the screenshots 

and steps.  

4. _________ I understand that this course offers NO retakes for the Unit tests, but does offer 1 retake for a single 

quiz.  

5. _________ I understand that homework will be given almost every day in this course and that late points will be 

deducted for late homework.  

6. _________ I understand how the grade is broken down in class: 20% practice (homework and in class work), 60% 

assessments (tests and quizzes), and 20% final exam.  

7. _________ I understand that if my child is struggling their options are to make an appointment to see me in study 

hall, utilize the quizlet link/app, or to use the extra websites posted on the DP teacher page to study.  

8. _________ I understand that students will pay to replace their practice workbook if they lost it, considering this 

practice workbook has homework for both 7th & 8th grade Spanish.  

9. _________ I understand that extra credit opportunities will be offered, but not to email the teacher and ask for more 

of them.  

10. _________ I understand that Spanish will be spoken 90% of the time in the classroom (notes will be given in 

English) and that this is structured like the HS Spanish courses at PSHS.  

 

 


